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Background

• Complex health problems demand creative 

solutions

• Policy makers must strike a balance among 

advocates for many healths
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One Health Policies:  A balance among many 

healths.  Is it this… 
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…or this?
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“Our system produces the policy 

makers in government.”

Dean of a Central African School of Public Health
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Interdisciplinary Inquiry

• A “comprehensive approach” describes and 

explains multiple dimensions of a topic by 

articulating insights from multiple disciplines 

which are thought to complement one 

another.
Mansilla, VB.  Interdisciplinary Work at the Frontier:  An empirical 
examination of expert interdisciplinary Epistemologies. Interdisciplinary 
Studies Project, Harvard Graduate School of Education.
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Interdisciplinary Approaches to People, Animals 

and the Environment:  Sustainable Agriculture

• Faculty:  four schools

• Students:  graduate, undergraduate

• Disciplines:  public health, veterinary 

medicine, political science, nutrition, biology
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Course Organization

Leveling Disciplinary Understanding

Interdisciplinary Work:  Applying methods and 

tools for interdisciplinary inquiry

Active Citizenship:  Expanding interdisciplinary 

work to the community
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Leveling Disciplinary Understanding

• Understanding limitations of own discipline

• Developing a common language

• Identifying gaps in past approaches to the 

problem
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Interdisciplinary Work:  Application of  

Methods and Tools

• Methods:  team work, conflict negotiation, 

facilitation

• Tools
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Active Citizenship:  Expanding Interdisciplinary 

Work to the Community

• Participatory methodologies

• Site visit

• Communicating information to diverse groups
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Lessons Learned

• Teaching an interdisciplinary course is difficult!

– Both faculty and students require significant 

preparation 

• Faculty members must be supported to 

pursue it

– Release time, resources, recognition
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Lessons Learned

• University logistics can be problematic

– Cross-registration, communication among 

campuses

• Topics must be chosen carefully;  not every 

topic or course is suitable for interdisciplinary 

inquiry
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Lessons Learned

• Creating an environment that supports 

interdisciplinary inquiry – comfortable, 

nonthreatening, open to ideas – is not easy

• All participants must learn to be comfortable 

with uncertainty
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Next Steps

• Interdisciplinary Approaches to People, 

Animals and the Environment:  One Health 

Approaches to Surveillance
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The Stone Soup Fable

• A traveler with a stone and 

water convinces each 

villager in turn to add an 

ingredient to the pot

• The whole is bigger than 

the sum of the parts
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Thank you


